First Grade News
During the recent Care and Share Day at the

Gavlak School, Alyssa’s

the class an interesting book about the celebration of
Thanksgiving Day. After the story each child was
presented with a colorful bookmark and
Autumnal/Holiday stickers. A unique keepsake was
created that will remind them of Mrs. Rawash d a ’
kind visit and also encourage reading.

Our second visit was

Kohli. We moved to the school library to view a
computer presentation of Microsoft Word using the
Smart Board. Mr. Kohli defined what a computer is,
and how the internet and e-mail work. He then
demonstrated how the children could change the size,
font, and color of text, and also use the computer to
draw.

Ms . P a o | gradewioulddike fo thanks t

these parents for caring enough to take the time and
share their knowledge with us. We are all very proud
of you, especially your own children.

Ms. Paolazzi

Second Grade News

The second grade students enjoyed making
cranberry sauce for the Thanksgiving feast. We used
our measuring skills in making the delicious sauce
and learned about a favorite holiday tradition. All the
children sampled the tasty treat and brought some
home to share with their families.

Ms. Benaquista and Ms. Moskal

Fourth Grade News

The st udent sfourtmgradd rScial
Studies classes are learning about the many different
United States symbols. Each child is responsible for
researching the symbols on the computer and finding
the year that each became the official symbol. With
these dates, the students will complete the timeline
project that is mandatory for fourth grade. Thisis a
fun and creative project that | am certain the students
will enjoy!

Ms. Fitton
The fourth grade language arts students have

had a great start to the school year. They have

already completed reading many stories from

their textbook anthology as well as the novel,

Sarah Plain and Tall. During November, each

student selected a book to read and wrote a

summary about it. Students were allowed to
select a book of their choice. Books were

mo &¢lectegyfrorg manyiffefent gemyeg igcluding e a d

historic fiction, realistic fiction, non-fiction, and
biographies.

Research shows that good comprehension
skills and strategies are needed for students to
become good readers. Although some students
develop reading strategies naturally, most

f r &tudentspg motdevelop these gtratepies Mr .

automatically. As a result, strategies for reading
must be taught to students directly. These
strategies can then be applied to a variety of texts
so that understanding of the texts can be
accomplished. Summarizing books allows
students to develop comprehension skills like
identifying characters, settings, and plots.
Students also develop an understanding of
sequence of events, cause and effect, and forming
conclusions. The next fourth grade summary will
be due in December.

Mr. Luciano

Music Program

l'ts another exciting
Program. The standard ensembles of the
Beginner (4™ grade), and Concert (6" Bands and
the Chorus are joined with the newly formed
Intermediate Band (5" grade), allowing for more
grade-specific instruction.

All of our music students have been learning
new music notes, signs and symbols. We are
learning to sing and play well with many new
songs.

The instrumental program has 75 students, 24
of which were incoming 4™ graders and the rest
have continued playing from the previous year.

Fi T 148 Qudents have joined the Chorus from the 5

and 6™ grades. All Chorus rehearsals are held
before school while all band rehearsals are held
after school. A noteworthy performance to attend
is that of the Chorus, who will be singing for the
Tree Lighting at the Civic Center on Sunday,
Dec. 7™, at 7:30 p.m. The Chorus will be singing

arrangements of *“ Rudol
“We Wi sh you a Merry Ch
bands will play “Holly
Bel | s” | and “William Te

Mrs. Petronella and Mr. Giron
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