
Related Arts Department 

 
Our vision is to grow and develop within the school community at Wallington Jr/Sr High School 

through the Arts while adhering to the Core Curriculum Content Standards. We have undergone 

various changes and added programs to enhance the department and reach out to our students 

at every grade level; whether it is through Art, Music or Family Life Skills. There are many 

programs that take place throughout our school year and they are listed on the home page or the 

school calendar. We would love to have the chance to “impress” you with our talent. Our staff 

and students look forward to your continued support. 

 

Supervisor: Mr. Jim Branick   branick@wboe.org         

 

Staff:   

Wallington Jr/Sr High School  

Ms. Paula Van Blarcom   vanblarcom@wboe.org     

Mrs. Linda O’Neill    oneill@wboe.org   

Mr. Donald Lopuzzo    lopuzzo@wboe.org 

Ms. Jaqueline Leiva    leiva@wboe.org 

 

Gavlak and Jefferson Schools  

Mr. Donald Lopuzzo    lopuzzo@wboe.org 

Ms. Jaqueline Leiva    leiva@wboe.org 

 
High School 

 

The Department of Family and Consumer Science s (FCS)/Home Economics at Wallington High 

School views the family, in all its diverse forms as the cornerstone of a healthy society. The 

skills being taught in the FCS classroom are providing young women and men with the life 

enhancing skills that they need to become responsible family and community members. Our 

mission is to improve the well-being of these families through the courses that are offered. Our 

department offers a variety of courses that teach life skills with a hands-on learning experience. 

It has been said that FCS/Home Economics classes are fun, interesting and meaningful because 

they offer authentic learning experiences.  

 

Course Offerings:  

 

Parenting with a Child Development Learning Laboratory  

This course offers the students interested in all areas of childcare and teaching the opportunity to 

work with three and four year olds from our own community. Students work in a laboratory 

setting running a program that is guided by their FCS teacher who is also a certified preschool 

teacher. The students have ample time to evaluate and access the growth and progress of the 

children enrolled in the program as well as themselves. While offering the students the 

opportunity to gain parenting knowledge and skill, they also engage in preparing and teaching 

lessons, write observations while learning to watch with a trained eye and gaining meaning full 

skills that might just insure that in the next generation “no child is left behind”.  

 

Family Life Skills This course offers the students the chance to learn life skills throughout the 

family life cycle. Independent living, consumer education, relationships, using money wisely, 

nutrition, food safety, career education, healthy eating and balancing the demands of life and 
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work are just some of the topics covered in the course. Basic life skills and insights help the 

students find their way around the kitchen, develop food preparation skills, develop budgets, use 

money saving strategies that produce and encourage healthy eating. Students participate in a food 

laboratory setting and get a chance to try their hand at the culinary arts.  

 

Junior High FCS  

The students in this course get hands on experience in the field of clothing and textiles creating a 

back pack along with practical hand sewing skills. They also get to explore a few culinary skills 

and learn some nutrition basics to set them on the path to healthy eating.  

 

Visual/Performing Arts  

The music program has teamed up with the art department to offer upperclassmen a Visual & 

Performing Arts Class. The emphasis of the class is on modern musical technology and 

experience such as the study of mp3’s and iPods, creation of music through production of CDs, 

using music to create soundtracks to motion pictures, and study of the role music has within film. 

This class will also provide students with fundamental music experiences such as playing the 

piano, reading music notation, and utilizing musical terms in everyday life.  

 

Art 1  

Art 1 is a full year introductory art course in which students are exposed to a variety of art 

materials and techniques. They are not required to know how to draw only to be willing to learn 

and try. This course is designed to teach them all of the basics including drawing, shading and 

painting. Each art 1 student is included in the annual art show where they are able to display their 

best work from the year.  

 

Art 2-4  

This full year art course builds on the fundamentals taught in Art 1. Students must successfully 

complete Art 1 to be eligible for Art 2. Each successive year of art builds on the prior one. 

Students are encouraged to explore a variety of art materials and projects to expand on their areas 

of interest. Each upper level art student has their own section in the annual art show which they 

prepare for throughout the year.  

 

Art – Junior High  

Junior high Art is a marking period long introductory art course in which students are exposed to 

a variety of art materials and techniques. They are not required to know how to draw only to be 

willing to learn. 

 

Music 7th-12th grade  

Students at Wallington have several opportunities to perform and experience music. General 

music in the 7th & 8th grade exposes students to identifying, listening, creating, and critiquing 

various genres of music. Instrumentalists in the 7th and 8th grade have a special portion of this 

class dedicated to building instrumental techniques and performance skills.  

Wallington gives its students several avenues to explore performance through our Concert Band,  

Jazz Ensemble, solo & small ensemble performances, and Singers our premiere vocal 

performance ensemble. Our student performers also get featured in 2 yearly stage concerts 

(winter & spring) and 1 performance festival at the culmination of the school year. The students 

love playing for an active audience, so come and support your student performers!  

Within each ensemble, focus is put on quality of performance, work ethic, technical 

development, setting and reaching goals, and growing as an individual to create a well-rounded 

cultured student who contributes positively to their school community.  



The ultimate goal of the program is to produce graduates who are knowledgeable about music, 

can perform successfully with confidence, can operate within a structured framework, and can 

work to develop the skills necessary to become a lifelong musician. In addition, the program also 

strives to produce informed adults of high integrity who understand and appreciate music and 

musicians, and who will foster the continuing developments of artistic endeavors in their 

community.  

 

Chorus 

Chorus is for all students, including beginners and students with vocal experience. This course is 

designed to teach vocal technique, musicianship (reading music), basic compositional 

components of the choral genre, the components of ensemble singing, and the principles of 

rehearsal and performance in a choral setting. Student performances may include concerts, 

assessments, community programs as well as competition events. This course is divided into 

high school and junior high school groups. 

 

Grading Policy: Grades 7 - 12 
Grading policies vary by discipline and grade level. Percentages and assignment values can be 

found in the online course Gradebook. 

 

Extra-Curricular 

 

Drama club/school play  

Drama club is for all students, grades 7-12, who want to take part in the school play. Although 

the annual play is held in the spring, it is a year-long activity. Any student with interest in acting 

on the stage or being a creative force behind the scenes is encouraged to join. The drama club is 

always in need of actors, singers, dancers, understudies, artists, typists, costumers, hair and 

makeup and builders. Whether a student can help one hour a week or every night of rehearsals, 

there’s a position available for them in the drama club.  

 

 

Gavlak and Jefferson School Information 

 

Choral Program  

In vocal music, the students will be learning how to sing well with many different styles of 

music. Each student uses a music songbook during music class that has a great variety of songs. 

Every student has a notebook for music where we practice our music notes, signs and symbols. 

We will be learning about composers, conducting, and clapping rhythm patterns. We will be 

learning something new in every music class, and singing songs from around the world.  

 

 

 

Instrumental Program 

The program is divided into three sections. The Beginner Band is comprised of 4th graders (and 

a few upper grade students) who are experiencing the joy of learning how to play an instrument 

for the first time. The Intermediate Band at the 5th grade level is small but they are looking 

forward to combine with the third-year Concert Band made up of sixth graders who have had a 

strong retention rate. All band students rehearse after school until 3:55 on select days in 

preparation for their Winter and Spring Concerts.  “Look like a band, feel like a band, sound like 

a band” is our motto.  

 


